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Apr. 2017

VA General Assembly 
adopts SB 1282

Oct. 2017

City Council approves zoning 
text amendment to comply 
with state regulations

July 2018

VA General Assembly 
adopts HB 1258 and SB 405

Sep. 2018

FCC issues second Declaratory 
Ruling and Order
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Regulatory Rundown



▪ Virginia General Assembly enacted new statutes 

governing small cell zoning in 2017 and 2018.

▪ FCC issued two orders preempting local authority 

over wireless facilities in 2018.

▪ Special rules now apply to facilities to be installed at 

or below 50 feet in height these are deemed “small 

cell” or “small wireless facilities.”
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Changes in Federal & State Law



▪ Under both federal and Virginia law, City is now 

subject to new rules governing:
▪ Deadlines for evaluating applications for siting small 

cell facilities, both in and out of the City’s rights-of-way

▪ Permitting fees

▪ Aesthetic standards that may be applied to a facility

▪ Undergrounding requirements

▪ In some cases, these may conflict
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Changes in Federal & State Law



▪ City application of “like for like” replacement of existing poles

▪ Zoning Ordinance regulations for small cell facilities will need to 

be updated to conform with new Virginia laws & FCC rules.

▪ Undergrounding policy limits installation of stand-alone poles 

and prohibits installation of new poles in ROW.

▪ Wireless carriers still need to obtain franchise agreements 

authorizing placement within City ROW. 
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Impacts of Changes on City
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Interim 

Aesthetic 

Guidelines

View online at 

www.alexandriava.gov/109058

http://www.alexandriava.gov/109058


 Primarily addresses location and placement of small cell wireless 

facilities within and outside of the public right-of-way (ROW)

 Provides guidance for attachments on existing structures (utility 

poles and streetlight poles) within the public ROW

 Provides guidance for replacement of existing structures (utility 

poles and streetlight poles) within the public ROW

 Provides guidance for new standalone structures

 Work with carriers on design options/solutions
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Interim Aesthetic Guidelines



▪ Outreach with community and stakeholders

▪ Staff is drafting proposed amendments to Zoning Ordinance to respond to 

Virginia law and FCC regulations 

▪ Reviewing current policies governing undergrounding, new poles, and 

replacement

▪ Developing/revising internal staff guidance documents as appropriate

▪ Coordinate design meetings with BAR and wireless carriers

8

Current Staff Work
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QUESTIONS?

Visit the Small Cells webpage for additional information, 

www.alexandriava.gov/109058

Richard Lawrence, AICP

Richard.Lawrence@alexandriava.gov

http://www.alexandriava.gov/109058
mailto:Richard.Lawrence@alexandriava.gov

